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A group of donors have given $3.2 million to be used to build a sports complex comprised of a football stadium and soccer field,
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CAMPUS CLOSED OVER
BREAK
Campus will be closed from
Dec. 23-Jan. 2.

‘LATE NITES’ AT GRILLE
The Grille will be open for
“Late Nites” Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of finals
week. Enjoy your choice of
two $3 specials: pizza, chips
and drink or grinder, chips
and drink. There will also be
99-cent bosco sticks available
with cheese sauce or
marinara.

J-TERM BOOKS AVAILABLE
J-term books now available
at the Campus Store, and
student accounts are officially
open. Rentals and used books
are among the options.
BAREFOOT FOR BARE
FEET AT SILENT NIGHT
The Taylor community will
support Samaritan’s Feet organization during halftime of
Silent Night tonight. Samaritan’s Feet helps more than
300 million people around
the world who do not have
shoes. All of the shoes will be
delivered by Taylor students.
Students can donate $10 by
texting “SHOES” to 85944
during the Silent Night game,
or they can donate online at
http://www.firstgiving.com/
fundraiser/tayloru/barefoot.

WEEKEND WEATHER

Today

32°
17°

Saturday

W

hat do I have to do to make this team?”
Coaches hear those words all the time.
Sometimes they come from the lips of a
sweat-soaked, overachieving high-school athlete desperately hoping to avoid being cut.
But when Paul Patterson heard them from Rajon
Rondo, now one of the premiere point guards in the
NBA, while coaching the USA under-21 team in the
summer of 2005, it was clear he had earned his stripes
as a coach.
And when the buzzer sounded last Saturday evening
in Odle Arena, Coach Paul Patterson proved once again
that he has made it as a coach.
The 85-67 win against Bethel College marked his
700th win, as he became the only coach of a 4-year
Indiana college ever to reach that mark.
But for Patterson, it was business as usual.

MANAGE

36°
26°

“The first meeting we had about basketball, maybe
there
were 40 people in attendance,” Patterson said.
SPORTS WRITER
“Everybody thinks he’s a player. Then we came out
“I’m glad it’s over,” he said of win number 700. “The and we explained what we were going to do, and we
biggest thing I appreciate about this . . . was that our started conditioning.”
And like Gideon’s army, the group quickly shrunk.
guys right now, here, who are doing this, understand
But while the team could do their running, they
they are part of something that’s really been meaningful to a lot of young people and a lot of lives over the didn’t have a weight room. Fortunately, an alum owned
an exercise club in Marion.
years.”
So players piled into Patterson’s ‘72 Gremlin to make
But it hasn’t been easy.
When Patterson arrived at Taylor in 1979, his first the drive.
At 5:30 in the morning.
Trojan basketball team looked like a cross between the
Three times a week.
Eagles in the movie “Invincible” and the Israelite army
For two years.
under Gideon: lots of optimism, not a lot of talent, and
What could motivate a coach to do something like
plenty of fat to be trimmed.
Patterson started from scratch, holding tryouts open that?
to anyone who wanted to come.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Taking off the mask in search of
stress-management techniques

DON’T COPE

KYLA MARTIN
NEWS CO-EDITOR

As dead week comes to a close and finals week begins, stress is plaguing
Taylor campus. According the American Psychological Association study
in 2007, 77 percent of Americans experienced physical symptoms and 73
percent experienced psychological symptoms of stress.
“We’re a very a high-powered, high-achieving group of people, and I think
we put more stress on ourselves than we need to,” said Vice President for
Student Development and Dean of Students Skip Trudeau.
Relief for stress comes in many packages like physical exertion from
exercise, zoning out to TV and movies and body-numbing chemicals, such
as alcohol and tobacco.
“I think everyone has that one thing, whether it be a sport or something
like that,” said Taylor student *Sara, 21. “I think it has to be physical. I
think it has to be something where you exert some sort of energy, that
anxious energy, and you have to get it out somehow.”
For some students, reclining in dorm rooms to watch TV or movies is
just as successful at shutting out responsibilities as physical activities.
“[TV] doesn’t relieve too much stress,” said junior Caitlin Malone. “It’s
just to take your mind off, to not be doing homework.”
Taylor offers much information about how to manage time and how

to get along with a roommate, but stress prevention is not always
possible because most of students’ time is spent on campus.
Leaving campus for awhile is a way for students to physically
remove themselves from a stressful environment. In return, they are
removed mentally. While the problem does not disappear, it distracts
them from sources of stress for a time.
“I’ll smoke. I’ll drink when I’m at home where I can get away from
Taylor,” said Taylor student *Drew, 21. “It just naturally relaxes you.
I’m not one of those people who depends on those kind of things, but
it’s definitely nice.”
The chemicals in alcohol and cigarettes provide moments of pleasure, nullifying the stressfulness of situations for awhile. However,
the problem is still present when the light goes out or the bottle

The Presidential Pursuit
Governor
MITT ROMNEY
Massachusetts

26°
21°

Sunday

JON STROSHINE

75%
25%

Birth Place:
Birth Date:
Religion:

Detroit, Mich.
03/12/1947
Mormon

Political Experience:
Candidate, United States President, 2008
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
2002-2006
Candidate, United States Senate, 1994
Professional Experience:
President/Chief Executive Officer, Salt Lake Winter
Olympics Organizing Committee, 1999-2002
Chief Executive Officer/Chairman, Bain and Company,
Incorporated, 1991-1993
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runs dry.
“That’s using a chemical to handle an emotional thing,” Trudeau
said. “Almost always, can’t say that it is every time, but almost
always, there’s an underlying issue. If you’re drinking to manage
your stress, there’s something that is either physically, spiritually
or emotionally that’s really got you out of kilter.”
Drinking and smoking are not mindless activities. Often, a
motivating factor exists, influencing decisions to use these coping
mechanisms.
“There are very few people I know who either drink or smoke
or take part of any substance abuse who don’t have something
going on,” Drew said.
Each aspect of a person’s life affects another because God
designed humans holistically. Stress is caused by an accumulation of factors.
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“I think you have to recognize it’s not an isolated thing,” Trudeau
said. “How you are doing spiritually, how you are doing physically,
all contribute to how you are doing emotionally.”
Stress is not unique to students. Faculty and staff experience
similar feelings. According to Employee Benefits Specialist Marla
Persinger in Taylor’s Human Relations Department, several of the
medications faculty, staff and dependents use are stress-related.
These include anti-depressants, high blood pressure and ulcer
medications.
“We had employees take a health risk assessment a few years
ago, and by the accumulated results, employees self-reported having to deal with a lot of stress-related issues, both personal- and
work-related stress,” Persinger said.
How students and faculty perceive personal stress is key. Taking a step back and recognizing a situation for what it is can help
gain an accurate perception of a situation before allowing stress
to take over.

“We don’t always have control over areas in our life,” said Taylor
Counselor Paige Clingenpeel. “We should learn to release them
and focus instead on the aspects we can change.”
Taking the time to understand one’s stress is the first step in
developing healthy stress-management habits whether through
declining one more obligation, seeking a counselor’s advice or
creating a realistic schedule. Stress is a part of life, and limiting
the unnecessary causes helps in tackling day-to-day responsibilities more effectively.
Driving, exercising, exploiting entertainment, drinking, smoking and consuming medication are all temporary solutions to the
greater issues driving staff, students and faculty to them. They
can be masks, and when their effects fall away, the problem is
still present.
*Names have been changed to protect the identity of the students.

Top 5 News Events of the Week
Pentagon defends handling of
remains after landfill scandal
(latimes.com)

Proposition 8 appeals case
winds down
(nytimes.com)

Why innovation can’t fix
America’s classrooms
(theatlantic.com)

2 dead in Virginia Tech shooting; school says ‘active threat’
over

“Bullet-proof” evidence of past
water found on Mars

(cnn.com)

(chicagotribune.com)

CHILD ABUSE SCANDAL REOPENS DEBATE
On Oct. 27, 2011, a YouTube video was
posted of prominent Texas judge William
Adams beating his 16-year-old daughter
with a belt as punishment for illegally
downloading music. The video gained millions of views and heavy media coverage
last month, inciting public outrage and
sparking larger discussions surrounding
U.S. corporal punishment laws.
Judge Adams’s “discipline,” for which
he remains largely unapologetic, occurred
seven years ago and was recorded on a
webcam his daughter setup beforehand,
knowing from experience how things
might escalate. Now 23-years-old, she told
ABC that only recently did she feel confident enough to speak out about against
her father’s abuse. She posted the video.
Judge Adam’s violent methods of punishment, coupled with his leadership position in the community, stirred questions
about American assumptions when it
comes to the difference between discipline
and abuse.
Thirty-one states have adopted corporal
punishment bans in public schools, with
Iowa and New Jersey extending those
bans to private schools. While there are
laws against child abuse, all 50 U.S. states
permit physical discipline in the domestic
sphere. This is a direct reflection of Americans’ right to privacy and freedom to raise

ALISSA GOEGLEIN
CONTRIBUTOR

children as they see fit.
CNN recently published an article
exploring how the now grown-up society of
spank-free Sweden has been affected. The
author wrote that evidence clearly linking the ban to its effect is hard to come by,
but this Swedish generation seems “happier and more independent.” They also
share a fundamentally different view of
discipline than the States. If parents are
hitting, they’ve lost control and should
explore other options.
But for organizations seeking to abolish
corporal punishment in the U.S., such as
the Global Initiative to End All Corporal
Punishment of Children and The Center
for Effective Discipline, issues arise in
finding empirical evidence. The potential
negative effects of spanking are generally psychological in nature and tough to
pinpoint.
“Beating one’s children is wrong, but
spanking is not necessarily so,” said sophomore Suzanne Neefus, a member of Taylor’s Ethics Bowl team that has analyzed
corporal punishment issues. “Since there
is doubt, the government ought to refrain
from prohibiting this practice.”
Corporal punishment is widely accepted

in American society. Research says about
80% of American parents report they’ve
hit their young children.
Senior John Povilonis, another Ethics
Bowl member, said that while he agrees a
ban would violate individual liberties, he
personally disagrees with corporal punishment in the home.
“There are alternative forms of discipline
that will do less to predispose children to
violence,” Povilonis said. “A child may not
be able to differentiate between a parent
spanking when he has misbehaved and
a child swatting a peer when he believes
him to have misbehaved.”
Professor Robert Larzelere at Oklahoma State University’s Department of
Human Development and Family Science
echoes Povilonis, emphasizes the many
alternative methods of discipline American parents can practice.
Still, Larzelere recommends parents
do not completely rule out a “calm, ‘nonabusive spank’ for kids ages 2 to 6” as a
last resort.
“Different things are going to work with
different children,” Larzelere said. “We
need to be expanding the options parents
use to discipline and use milder discipline
tactics more effectively so they don’t get to
their last resort.”

SOCIAL WORK INTERNSHIPS OVERSEAS
Social work majors prepare for trip to Uganda

The post-Christmas season is a time
CHRISTEN GALL
when studying and classes are far from
STAFF WRITER
students’ minds, but at Taylor some students are expected to jump back into the their families. This experience will be
academic world on J-term trips — either different than one in the States because
for class credit or a practicum-based there will be a different cultural aspect
trip. This January’s destinations range with which I can interact.”
from South America to the Middle East.
Social Work Professor Lawerence
A group of social work majors will Ressler will be leading the Uganda trip,
journey to Uganda, one of the poor- on which students will work with social
est countries in the world, this J-term. work staff members at four agencies:
Junior Katie Rivert will be one of 14 Sanyu Babies Home, Dwelling Places,
students completing practicums in Wells of Hope and Home of Joy.
Africa.
“Uganda is one of the poorest countries
“I am hoping to be working with an in the world with an average income in
agency called Dwelling Places,” Rivert 2009 of $460 per year as compared to
said. “It is a Christian organization that the to $47,240 for the U.S.,” Ressler said.
works with street children to rescue, “Social work education is not complete
rehabilitate and reconcile them with until you do it. One of our purposes in

this [trip] is to expand peoples’ global
perspective.”
Sophomore Corrie Egli, who will also
complete her practicum in Uganda,
looks forward to the cross-cultural
experience.
“This is different from an internship
in the U.S. in that I would rarely get
to experience such a different culture,”
Egli said. “U.S. internships have many
draws, but rarely would I get to build
relationships with groups of people
that have a degree of separation from
America unless I was working with refugees. I want to have a global perspective
of social work. I want to have a better
understanding of global issues and have
my perspective shaped by real experiences.”

NEW WAYS TO BUY BACK
Search begins for best textbook buyback services

KARA HACKETT
NEWS CO-EDITOR

S

treamlining the textbook buyback
process, a free service called swoopthat.com debuted Nov. 30, creating
an online avenue for student-to-student
textbook exchanges on campus.
Integrating direct price comparisons
with college-specific course schedules,
SwoopThat allows students to compare the
rates of several online textbook buyback
programs with the prices of competitive
students sellers.
“With the first semester winding down,
students will soon be looking for a place
to sell back their expensive textbooks in
order to get money to pay for new books
for second semester,” said SwoopThat CEO
Jonathan Simkin in a press release. “On
average, students spend $900 per year on
textbooks, and textbook prices have been
rising at twice the rate of inflation over the
last two decades, and we’re offering cheaper
solutions for students.”
SwoopThat’s course-search technology
supports more than 14.2 million students
at more than 2,500 colleges, universities
and private high schools.ww The service
searches for books collectively so students
can enter several ISBN numbers at the
same time as long as they are separated

by commas.
According to SwoopThat.com, “For optimal savings, we recommend that you view
a book’s buyback price before you purchase
it. This will help you see the overall net cost
of your books before you buy them, taking
into account the amount you’ll earn when
you sell textbooks back at the end of each
school term.”
Comparing purchasing and buyback
prices also helps students decide whether
to buy or rent the textbooks in question.
Campus Store Manager Matt Voss says
six out of 10 Taylor students took advantage of the Campus Store’s new rental
service this semester. Voss expects the
demand for rentals to continue expanding
because rental prices match the prices of
another popular online buyback service
called Chegg.com.
“Forty percent of our books are currently
being offered as rentals,” Voss said. “Renting is cheaper than buying used, most of
the time. Students can rent books at the
beginning of the semester and pay a lot
less. If they decide to keep a book, they pay
the rest of the fee instead of returning it.”
The Campus Store offers students 50
percent of the retail value for books in Taylor’s second semester curriculum.
Nevertheless, some students prefer
online buyback programs. Junior Katha-

rine Hogan primarily sells her books on
Amazon.
“It’s an efficient system that gets students
a decent amount of return,” Hogan said. “It
varies, but if I keep my books in good condition, I’m usually able to get back about
40-60 percent or sometimes as much as
about 75-80 percent back on what I originally spent.”
To get the best buyback prices online,
Hogan recommends student sellers keep
their books in good condition by protecting
them from major spine and cover damage,
along with anything that compromises text
readability, such as ink or water damage.
“It can be kind of a pain to baby [your
books] throughout the semester, but it’s
worth it if it means you can charge $10-15
more for them at the end of the semester,”
Hogan said.
Voss suggests students shop around and
compare rates from several sources before
selling back books. When it comes to finding the best rates on campus, he recommends coming to the Campus Store early in
the day and early in the week. The Campus
Store buyback service is available 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Monday-Thursday and 9 a.m. to
1p.m. Friday.
“We only need a certain amount of books
each semester,” Voss said. “You get more
money if you come earlier.”

FRIDAY
CHA P EL - CA ND LES A ND CA ROLS

Rediger Auditorium
10 a.m.

SI LENT NI G HT

Taylor vs. Ohio Mid-Western
Odle Arena
6 p.m.

HA BECKERS’ HOLI PA LOOZ A

Dining Commons
Immediately following Silent Night

SATURDAY
JI NG LE BELL JOG

$5 entry fee
10 a.m.

MA RI ON P HI LHA RMONI C CONCERT

Phillippe Performing Arts Center
4201 S. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46953
7:30-9:30 p.m.

‘I HATE CHRI STMA S’

Marion Civic Theatre
James Dean Memorial Theatre
509 S. Washington Street
Marion, IN 46953
7:30-10 p.m.

OP ERA SCENES

Recital Hall
8-10 p.m.

SUNDAY
OP ERA SCENES

Recital Hall
3-5 p.m.

MONDAY
NO CHA P EL - FI NA LS WEEK
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HOME FOR CHRISTMAS
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As the eight-year war in Iraq comes to a close this month,
excitement is met with an uncertain future for the nation’s
security.
Nearly 4,000 troops remain in Iraq, following a quick drawdown to meet President Barrack Obama’s Dec. 31 withdrawal
deadline, according to Voice of America. Most U.S. bases have
been emptied, with only five remaining, as control has continually been handed over to Iraqi authorities.
Obama plans to gradually begin pulling troops from Afghanistan as soon as the 2012 Iraq drawdown is complete by the end
of this year.
But despite the happy homecoming, some service members
and commanding officers in Iraq and Afghanistan debate the
timeline of the president’s speedy drawdown.
Deputy commanding general for U.S. Forces in Iraq Lt. Gen.
Frank Helmick expressed uncertainty toward the security of
Iraq following the withdrawl.
“We really don’t know what’s going to happen,” Helmick stated
in a teleconference. “There is a question mark right now for
external security.”
Afghan commander Gen. John Allen recently advised Congress to hold off on further troop reductions in the war-zone
“Yes, we want to get out of there,” the Wall Street Journal of the equipment is accounted for, all of the people are accounted
region, including Afghanistan, the Wall Street Journal reported.
In the private meetings, Allen advised to keep the nearly 68,000 quoted Virginia Republican Rep. Rob Wittman as saying. for and all of the ammunition is accounted for,” Helmick said.
troops in the region until 2014, the year Afghan authorities are According to Wittman, his constituents wanted to make sure, “It’s a very, very arduous process and we’re trying to streamline
“We’re not withdrawing troops at a rate that compromises the that process to make it as efficient as possible.”
required to assume control of their nation.
Obama, who has been looking forward to this moment since
“The assessment, officials said, warns that quickly cutting U.S. gains that we’ve made.”
Despite opposition and an uncertain future, Helmick would his 2008 presidential campaign, will commemorate “the extraortroop levels below 68,000 would make it harder to clear and
hold insurgent havens, and would complicate efforts to protect like to have all his troops home by Christmas, ABC News dinary milestone of bringing the war in Iraq to an end” Wednesday in Fort Bragg, N.C.
supply lines and bases ahead of the scheduled 2014 handover,” reported.
“We have to do what is responsible and that is to make sure all
the Wall Street Journal reported.

SYRIA: ISOLATED FROM THE INSIDE OUT

and impose complete ban on weapons shipments to Syria,” CNN
living in refugee camps.
The Syrian military tested missile systems last
MEREDITH SELL
reported.
“The
unrest
has
steadily
become
bloodier
as
defecweekend, while Arab League officials met in Qatar
STAFF WRITER
The European Union has frozen assets of Syrian officials,
tors and some civilians take up arms, prompting
to set new sanctions on Syria. The missiles tests
seemed designed to warn the international community not to the United Nations’ human rights chief to refer to it [last] week banned imports of Syrian oil and placed an arms embargo on
as a civil war and urge the international community to protect Syria.
interfere with the Syrian conflict.
“Syria has ‘responded positively’ to an Arab League request to
Syria’s conflict erupted with anti-government protests in March Syrian civilians,” AP reported.
More than 950 people were killed in November alone. Decem- send observers to the country as part of a peace plan to end the
after a group of teenagers was arrested for revolutionary graffiti.
nation’s eight-month crisis,” Foreign
It began with rallies for freedom in Deraa, a southern border ber is shaping up to be worse: 25 were
Ministry said, according to AP.
killed Saturday in a battle between
town, and has since spread across the country.
This response comes on the condi“Opposition figures have stressed that they seek a ‘multi- troops and an increasing number of
“HUNDREDS WERE KILLED WHEN
tions that the Arab League cancel
national, multi-ethnic and religiously tolerant society,’” BBC army defector. Sunday’s death toll,
SNIPERS AND TANKS FIRED ON
recent decisions toward Syrian governaccording to the London-based Syrian
reported.
ment, including economic sanctions
They’re pushing to oust President Assad in order to break open Observatory for Human Rights, was UNARMED PROTESTORS. MEN WERE
and the nation’s suspension from the
40, including five soldiers who had
the political scene for greater freedom.
ROUNDED UP IN THE NIGHT-TIME
League,
CNN reported.
Assad’s family has been in power for 40 years. He inherited the defected and taken arms against the
RAIDS AND ELECTRICITY AND COMForeign ministers will have to conoffice in 2000 and is backed by the middle class, business elite government.
MUNICATION LINES WERE CUT.”
sider the proposal before any decisions
Response sanctions from the United
and minority groups.
are made, el-Arabi told CNN.
The Syrian government has responded to the uprising with States, the European Union, Turkey
Syrian Foreign Ministry spokesman
tanks and troops. According to the U.N., the government crack- and the Arab League are isolating
down has killed more than 4,000 people since March. Thousands Assad’s regime and expected to inflict significant damage on Jihad Makdissi told reporters Syria is committed to ending the
crisis.
Syria’s economy.
more have been injured.
Along with suspending Syria’s membership, the League has
“Towns like Deraa, Homs and Douma were besieged for days,”
“We did our part of the deal, and we are waiting a positive
BBC reported. “Hundreds were killed when snipers and tanks banned dealings with Syria’s central bank, frozen government response from the (Arab League),” CNN quoted him saying.
fired on unarmed protestors. Men were rounded up in night-time assets and placed a travel ban on 19 Syrian officials. Over the
In the meantime, “[t]he regime has sealed the country off from
weekend, the League “agreed to freeze the assets of more top foreign journalists and prevented independent reporting,” AP
raids and electricity and communication lines were cut.”
More than 10,000 people have fled to Turkey and are currently Syrian officials, reduce flights in and out of the country by half reported.
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

You have
goals

.

We can help you take the next step.

Earn your master’s degree in business,
when and how you want.
TRADITIONAL PROGRAMS:

Designed for working professionals, earn your degree at your
own pace, taking one, two, or more classes per nine-week term.
What’s more, the course material centers on your work experience.
• Master of Business Administration
• Master of Arts in Management
• Online Master of Arts in Management

Thailand — Thai-born

Russia — Prime Minister

American Joe W. Gordon
faces two-and-a-half years
in prison for insulting the
Thai monarchy, a result of
controversial laws prohibiting defaming, insulting or
threatening the monarchy. In
the predominantly Buddhist
nation, insulting the highlyrevered king could yield a
maximum of 20 years in
prison. However, the king
has pardoned foreigners in
similar cases.

Vladimir Putin accused the
U.S. of instigating post-election protests where nearly
1,000 were arrested in
Moscow. According to Putin,
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton “set the tone for
some opposition activists
. . . . [she] gave them a signal,
they heard this signal and
started active work.” The U.S.
expressed serious concerns
regarding the election early
in the week.

Philippines — Former
Filipino President Gloria
Arroyo faces a potential
life-sentence following her
recent arrest. Arroyo, who
allegedly engaged in electoral fraud, has faced corruption allegations and protests
since 2003.

Scotland — A brutal
storm has left over 50,000
without power and forced
hundreds of schools and
roads to close. Winds of up
to 165 mph swept the the
country and surrounding
nations, including England,
Wales and Norther Ireland.

Malawi — International
criticism on the Malawi’s
sodomy laws has forced the
nation to review its ban on
homosexual acts, among
other controversial restrictions. Last year’s jailing of
a gay couple on sodomy
charges drew attention to
the country’s highly-debated
laws. U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton recently
declared that foreign aid
would be used to further
international gay-rights. Homosexual acts are banned in
most African nations.

FIFTH-YEAR PROGRAMS:

Designed for students interested in earning their bachelor’s and
going straight into a master’s degree, APU’s fifth-year programs
help you complete your MBA in just one year, through on-campus
classes and field-study trips around the world.
• Millennial Master of Business Administration
• Young Executive Master of Business Administration
• Young Executive Master of Arts in Management

L E A R N M O R E A B O U T A P U ’ S G R A D U AT E B U S I N E S S P R O G R A M S :
PHONE: (866) 209-1559
F I F T H - Y E A R : W W W. A P U. E D U / E X P L O R E / F I F T H Y E A R
T R A D I T I O N A L : W W W. A P U. E D U / E X P L O R E / S B M
Since 1899
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IPAD APPS

Tablets are the trendiest way to read all your favorite magazines, books
and news. With more publications adding iPad apps to their monthly production, it is the new way to interact with your favorite reading material.

MAKE SOMETHING ORIGINAL
Homemade gifts give you the ability to personalize presents for
individuals. Plus, with sites like Pinterest, there is no excuse for a lack
of creativity.

IPHONE CASES

5 Golden Years of the Best

6 Course Evaluations

7 hours without Tumblr

8 Bs in Phubbbbbbbbs

Surely you have at least one friend with an iPhone. The great thing
about this gift is you can control the price. And there are a vast amount
of designs, to please the most difficult person on your list.

HEADPHONES
Have you walked around campus this semester? If you can’t see that
someone is wearing headphones from at least a half a mile away, then
there is no point in listening to music while walking to class.

HOMEMADE CUPCAKES
The cupcake craze is a sweet bandwagon to jump on for the sugar lovers on your list. Cupcakes can be personalized and are cheap. Plus, who
doesn’t love edible gifts?

9 countries in
English open houses

10 Points for Silent Night

11 Airband acts

12 Melon & Gourd injuries

PERSONALIZED CALENDARS
Always wanted to do a photo shoot with your closest friends, or possibly
a significant other? Put all those tagged Facebook photos from throughout
the year to good use and make a personal 12-month calendar.

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Magazine subscriptions are a creative gift idea, especially when you
know someone’s favorite monthly read. Although there is something
about having a tangible product in hand, the interactivity and added
content on apps is the new frontier.

DOLLAR STORE GIFTS
Dollar store gifts save you money, but what is someone really going
to do with a plastic action figure? The only part of a gift that should
be purchased at the dollar store is the wrapping.

BELT CLIP

GUY TALK - PEAKED

Plastic belt clips to hold your phone says “I have three business
phones, and I really wish it was still 2002 so I could show off my new
flip phone.”

EARBUDS
Typical iPod headphones just don’t cut it any more. They aren’t
flashy enough and don’t make music lovers feel like they are back in
the ‘90s.

Photo by Tim Riethmiller

MORDOR
EMILY LUTTRULL

LIFE & TIMES CO-EDITOR

For one night, one could simply walk into Mordor with help from
the men of Penthouse.
The 2011 Penthouse Christmas open house was inspired by the
movie and literary trilogy “The Lord of the Rings.” Visitors who
climbed to the fourth floor of Samuel Morris found themselves
transplanted into J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middle Earth. The halls were
covered in extensive decorations, sending people traveling through
the cheerful Shire and more frightening Mines of Moria, Isengard
and Mordor.
An extravagant Christmas open house is a Penthouse tradition,
though floor members aren’t sure when or why it started.
“Whatever the reason, we are honoring that tradition today,”

junior Glen Skala said. We go all out not only because of tradition, movies’ soundtracks played in every inch. Even the menu at the
but because it unites our floor as we work with our brothers to “Green Dragon” pub fit right in, offering beverages like “Shadowfax
Liqueur” and “Gandalf the Greygoose.”
create something awesome.”
But the decorations did not put themselves up. The men of
Previous open house themes include “Star Wars” and time travel.
Penthouse’s history of incredible and extensive decorations left a Penthouse began transforming their floor a week-and-a-half before
the open house. The night prior to the event, 14 residents pulled
lot to live up to.
“After seeing Penthouse’s open house last year, I had high expec- all-nighters and many others staying up until at least 3 a.m. to
tations for it this year,” junior Amanda Stephens said, “and it put on finishing touches. Considerable sacrifice went into creating
didn’t disappoint. I saw some great open houses this year, but the memorable event.
“We don’t sleep,” junior Matt Dyer said.
Penthouse went above and beyond, as usual.”
“We also don’t have a social life,” junior James Southworth added.
Brave visitors who dared to venture to Mt. Doom were met with
The floor started preparation for the holiday happenings after
a giant projection of the Eye of Sauron, while mood music from the
fall break. In order to come to a consensus on a theme, numerous
ideas were generated.
“During November we had various discussions and meetings on
the floor, and eventually we reached the point where we had three
well-developed ideas,” Skala said.
The whole floor then voted on the top three to decide the ultimate winner.
“It’s a very democratic process,” Southworth said.
The money for decorations comes out of the residents’ floor dues,
a figure which would not be disclosed. To get an idea of the cost
of this party, $100 was budgeted to beverages alone. Penthouse
was also gifted a lot of free resources, such as countless cardboard
boxes from the Grille.
The excessive decoration makes for an unforgettable open house
experience, but as soon as the doors close to visitors, all the hard
work comes down. Because they have had a bad history with fire
hazards, all of the decorations must be off Penthouse and out of
the building the next day. For already sleep-deprived residents,
this means one more late night. It may seem like an overwhelming amount of work for just a few hours, but Penthouse residents
insist it is worth it.
The men of Penthouse simply strive to give campus a gift, and
most of the campus showed up. More than 350 people walked into
Middle Earth in the first hour alone. By the end of the night, more
than 1,200 students, faculty and community members visited
Penthouse.
“No one else on campus can do that,” Dyer said.
The real goal for Penthouse’s Christmas open house is to come
together as a floor and build relationships.
“We unite as one with a similar goal, and we share in each others’
fellowship as we battle sleep deprivation, stress, exhaustion and
hunger,” Skala said. “Countless memories are shared with each
other, and no matter how many pictures are taken, the experience
can never be properly personified.”

TIM RIETHMILLER CREATIVE DIRECTOR

‘Twas the night before my final, when all through the halls
Every person was stirring, even Bergwall.
The exams were printed and ready to be taken,
In hopes that students would be ready and unshaken.
The professors were nestled all snug in their beds,
While students crammed for tests that were straining their heads.
Penthouse in their togas and Wengatz in polos
had finally turned off the music giving off Christmas bellows.
When out on Olson Beach there arose such a clatter,
Girls sprang from their ring-downs to see what was the matter.
They looked upon a scene they could not make clear;
It was the boys of Sammy singing songs of holiday cheer.
The moon shown down on Taylor that evening,
Shedding light on the couples all over DTRing.
When what to my eyes should appear in the fog of grey,
Students in the geek room studying their lives away.
With caffeine in everyone’s blood, so lively and quick,
From papers and notes, the clock never missed a tick.
More rapid than eagles their fingers did type,
They couldn’t rest but a minute, not even to gripe.
“English! Econ! Philosophy and politics!
Now, journalism! Now, art!, Now music theory and bib lit!”
Handy Andy, Starbucks and even Payne’s,
whatever will keep them from going insane.
Then in what seemed like a minute, it was all done.
The bell tower gave out its first rings;
The bright light filtering in was the morning sun.
El. ed. majors woke from their goodnights sleeping,
knowing their finals consisted of glitter and fingerpainting.
Running to their 8 a.m. exams, the bio majors seemed to be rattled,
not to mention off-campus students driving to class like a herd of cattle.
The DC was barren — no time to eat,
plus all that was left was fried lunch meat.

Cupcakes are the easiest to give individually and still look like you
put forth effort. Baking an entire batch of cookies for one person is
overkill, and handing out one fudge brownie is worse than forgetting
the person all together.

CALENDARS FROM THE MALL
Puppies are cute, but your friends are cuter.

QUICK
QUESTION?

DEAR RONNIE,
RONNIE WILLMARTH S T A F F

WHAT’S THE BEST
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
YOU’VE EVER RECEIVED?
Respond to echo@taylor.edu in 140
characters of less and see your
response in next semester’s paper.

WRITER

Dear Ronnie,
Is it ethical to re-gift
Christmas presents?

SOCIAL
MEDIA
gon e

Dear Scheming Santa,
Of course it is ethical! Even Richard Dawkins, leader of the
New Atheist movement wrote in his book “The God Delusion”
that, “Explicit ethical principles do not exist; therefore, you
can re-gift Christmas presents, or do pretty much anything
you want with a clear conscience.”
Re-gifting is a practical way to be a good steward. If an old
gift is sitting in your closet feeding the termites it would be
much better to give it to someone who would be blessed by
it. Anything that’s less than half eaten will still spread the
holiday cheer.
There are a couple of things to keep in mind if you’re planning to re-gift. The first is to make sure the recipient doesn’t
know they’re getting a re-gifted item. You can’t give a friend
something of yours they’ve seen you use before, and you definitely can’t give a gift back to the same person who gave it to
you, unless they have a terrible memory. If that’s the case, you
should try to give them one of their own possessions as a gift.
My grandma received the same sweater nine years in a row
and loved it every time. Sadly, most of the people you’re buying
for don’t have Alzheimer’s, so that would be tough to pull off.
The second thing to keep in mind is that it is a risk to regift. People could find out that you’re a penniless cheapskate.
More importantly, an ethical dilemma could arise in the act
of re-gifting.
Imagine the horror Christmas morning when Aunt Nancy
unwraps that gorgeous cashmere turtleneck you “bought” for
her and says, “Oh, how lovely! Where did you get it?” At that
point you are, in the words of acclaimed family psychologist
Phil McGraw, “totally screwed.” You can’t lie! Not on Jesus’
birthday. But you have to say something! The blood drains from
your face and your butt muscles tense up, exerting roughly
3,000 PSI on the seat of your pajamas. Christmas had been
such a happy time in the past.
If someone asks where you got a re-gifted item, stay calm.
Take a deep breath, loosen your grip on your pajamas and look
at the tag, making sure to pronounce the name of the store correctly. If they keep asking questions tell them to shut up and
be thankful. On second thought, maybe you should leave an old
gift to the termites and make a thoughtful card for someone.
They’ll appreciate it.

Finally they finished. It was all over.
Brains were mush, and everything was but a blur.
The campus rejoiced. It was time to go home and be with friends and
family, for holiday delight.
Thus I say, “Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!”

What’s warm, sophisticated and
goes with just about everything?
That pea coat you should consider
putting on your Christmas list. Pea
coats are practical because they
can be dressed up, or make your
jeans look classier. Go for black or
grey and big buttons.

ANY OTHER BAKED GOOD

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE

‘TWAS THE NIGHT
BEFORE FINALS

‘Tis the season to sparkle. Aside
from the always safe black dress,
clothing with sequins is the essential addition to any holiday
wardrobe. Pair it with a nice jacket
and tights since it’s cold, and your
New Year’s outfit is complete.
Sequins also give you the ability to
use other pieces already in your
closet. Because sequins are a bit
bold, find neutrals to accessorize
with.

FOR ADVICE FROM RONNIE, CONTACT THE ECHO AT ECHO@TAYLOR.EDU

TAY L O R

STATUS UPDATE FROM
TAYLOR NETWORK
New turf and lights for #TaylorU
soccer and football! Blessed to
have alumni and donors who care
about the development of Christian
athletes.
from senior Eric Salley

JO H N’S FAC T
of the

WEEK

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1644, Christian Puritans in
England banned all Christmas
activities, including decorating
houses with evergreens and
eating mince pies.
Since the date of Jesus’s birth is
not in the Gospels, the Puritans
thought Christmas was too
strongly linked to the pagan
Roman festival that happened
at the same time.
- bbc.co.uk
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‘TRADITIONAL’ CHRISTMAS

T

and I find that whiny brat insufferable.
elevision gets lazy as the holidays loom.
JUSTIN CHISHAM
However, there will always be a place in my
Well, even lazier than normal.
A&E EDITOR
heart for the Rankin-Bass classic “Rudolph the
It all begins late November, while the
Red-Nosed Reindeer.”
tryptophan settles in your stomach. Macy’s
Stop-motion animation is innately charming, but it is also
Thanksgiving Day Parade is a rating boom for NBC, for
reasons beyond my understanding. If I wanted to watch people laughably lo-fi. There are moments in the program when you
walk around holding giant inflatable plastic, I could go to the can witness Donner’s antlers melting under the studio lights.
lawn furniture section of a Wal-Mart. Alas, my complaints go The plot is rushed and characters are paper thin, but somehow
unheard as my mother flips on the television to watch marching it all works. I believe it does enough to completely overwhelm
any lesser points.
bands and cartoon balloons.
Melting antlers are not what I remember. I remember the
A lot of work goes into this parade, but it is not good televicatchy songs, the likable characters and
sion. It is static and dull, with news anchors
the heartfelt family of outcasts. I remember
gasping at yet another gaudy float. Howthe misfit toys, because their flaws made
ever, it has been televised for over 50 years.
them more interesting than boring norTherefore, it automatically garners an audimality. I remember the foreboding tune of
ence in the name of almighty tradition.
the Bumble, because that creature scared
That leads us to Christmas. Oh, Christme as a child. I remember that Santa is a
mas, what have you wrought?
jerk, because . . . well, he also scared me
Nearly every television station
as a child.
approaches this season with some type of
Because of these few reasons, I try to
coverage. If your station logo is not transcatch the program every year. Something
formed into a celebration of the season,
about it reminds me of my younger days,
someone will call foul. You don’t need to
back when my imagination could fly further.
have a full-blown Christmas special, but
Back when stop-motion animation seemed
you had better have a wreath in the backreal and awesome. Back when I could still say the word “dentist”
ground. Oh, and your station jingle needs to literally jingle.
Diverging from the traditional holiday formula carries stag- without a slight lisp.
When I think about my connection to this stupid little progering consequences. Even in an era that bucks tradition, nothing evokes our sense of nostalgia more than festive lights and gram, I understand the allure of these holiday specials. Amid
glowing trees. Television is forced to follow our natural whims, the cheap and lazy sentiments, there is something underneath
that captivates us. They have been on for so many years that
and they do so by airing the same thing year after tired year.
the cultural references transcend age lines. Really, it is hard
Am I against this fact? Well, not completely.
Yes, I am frustrated by it. The examples I listed above all to be nostalgic about a program that never stopped airing. The
inspire my anger. However, I am able to get behind a few holiday nostalgia comes from a deeper, more personal place, and I think
entertainment traditions, even in the realm of fickle television. that is truly enthralling.
Television may be cheap and lazy, but for once it all results in
Certain holiday specials are too warm to cast out into the
cold. Most of them are holdovers from bygone years, like “How something good. The stations are playing to something easy, but
the Grinch Stole Christmas!” or to a lesser extent “Frosty the I have little problem with that fact. As surprising as it seems,
Snowman.” Even “A Charlie Brown Christmas” has its moments, tradition can have weight for tradition’s sake.

Photo provided by classicshowbiz.blogspot.com

Diverging from the
traditional holiday
formula carries staggering consequences.

OSCAR SEASONAL FORECAST

Photo provided by artsandentertainmentplayground.com

As for Best Director, this field is also pretty open.
The end of the year is upon us. Gone are the days of
BRADY SCHAAR
Michael Hazanavicius and Alexander Payne have gotwarm weather and sunlight. Now we are only left with
CONTRIBUTOR
ten a lot of buzz for “The Artist” and “The Descendants,”
cold, dreary, overcast skies. Although the weather may
be cooling, the film realm is starting to warm up. The final months of respectively. Spielberg will also likely pick up a nod for “War Horse.”
the year are typically when studios release their awards contenders. Scorsese’s odds have increased in recent weeks for “Hugo.” But the
But what films might be nominated this year? What’s the best of the big unknowns are still Stephen Daldry and David Fincher. Both
could be nominated, but that would have to knock out someone else,
best that movie studios have to offer?
It’s important to note the Academy has again changed the poten- according to Brad Brevet from Rope of Silicon.
Currently, George Clooney is the odds-on favorite for Best Actor,
tial number of Best Picture nominees. Basically, the Academy can
nominate as few as five movies or as many as 10. It’s their decision according to Brevet. His turn in “The Descendants” has received rave
based on what they feel are the merits of this year’s movies. So, the reviews. However, Jean Dujardin of “The Artist” and Brad Pitt of
number of nominees is more open, which makes the nominees more “Moneyball” are likely nominees, as well. Leo DiCaprio turned in a
solid performance in “J. Edgar,” but the film itself was poorly received.
difficult to predict.
There are a few guaranteed nominees. “The Artist,” a silent black- To fill the gap, Gary Oldman could pick up his first Oscar nomination
and-white film, is poised to take a nomination as it’s received several for “Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy.” Lastly, Michael Fassbender could be
critic association awards, including New York Film Critics Circle and a force to be reckoned with for his portrayal of a 30-something sex
The Washington D.C. Film Critics Association. Although very few addict in the NC-17 drama “Shame.”
Finally, Best Actress appears to be a race between Meryl Streep’s
have seen it, Steven Spielberg’s “War Horse” looks tailor-made for
Oscar nominations, and barring a massive bust, it will most likely portrayal of Margaret Thatcher in “The Iron Lady” and Michelle
receive a nomination. George Clooney’s “The Descendants” will likely Williams’s portrayal of Marilyn Monroe in “My Week with Marilyn.”
be nominated, and “The Help” may also score a nod, according to the Otherwise, the field looks pretty open. Viola Davis (“The Help”), Tilda
Swinton (“We Need to Talk About Kevin”), Elizabeth Olsen (“Martha
“Gurus of Gold” from moviecitynews.com.
But predictions become much trickier after that. Martin Scorsese’s Marcy May Marlene”), Charlize Theron (“Young Adult”), Glenn Close
“Hugo” has picked up steam after its release, and Brad Pitt’s films (“Albert Nobbs”) and Rooney Mara (“The Girl with the Dragon Tat“Moneyball” and “The Tree of Life” are potential contenders. But too”) are all serious contenders for a nomination, according to Dave
two of the biggest potential contenders haven’t even been seen yet. Karger from Entertainment Weekly.
I’ll say now I haven’t seen nearly enough of these movies to make
Stephen Daldry’s 9/11 drama “Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close”
hasn’t screened, and David Fincher’s “The Girl with the Dragon any prediction for who will win. With no clear frontrunner, we’ve got
Tattoo” is under a review embargo. Both are expected to do well, the makings of an interesting season. Let’s hope it stays exciting!
and “Dragon Tattoo” has had some fantastic marketing to back it up.

TOSS THE CASSETTE, PLUG IN THE IPOD
Bruner said. Older tunes are still present,
I don’t want to say I was dragged to
LUCINDA SWEAZEY
simply minus songs that tend to incite
church as a child. My parents were
CONTRIBUTOR
more ear plugging than toe tapping.
loving and kind, and I was a good girl.
“As of November, WTUR is now a ConAll right . . . I was dragged to church
as a child. It wasn’t the pastor’s sermon that made temporary Christian music station,” said junior Thad
me dig in my sequined heels, or even the thousands White. “[We’re] moving away from the ‘harder’ sound
of hugs I received from strangers who commented on that it has embodied for the last several years.” As
how much I had grown (from last week). Rather, it Assistant Manager and Music Director for WTUR,
was the long half-hour of listening to music capable White has been involved with the change from the
of making even my grandfather cringe (or snore) that start.
was the true culprit.
“This new musical direction is part of an ongoing
Who doesn’t love new music? If the number of initiative at WTUR to better serve our listening
times I’ve heard the Justin Bieber Christmas album audience and to act as a source of hope for the people
playing around campus is any indication, even old of Grant county,” White said.
songs sung with a slight twist (such as rapping “LitAnd who is currently more in need of hope than
tle Drummer Boy”) are an immediate hit. Recogniz- Taylor students? A professor filling an exam time
ing this, WTUR, Taylor’s student-run radio station, with Christmas music on the radio (perhaps even
has decided to update their song lineup.
forgoing the final all together) would most definitely
“Tastes change over time,” Kathy Bruner, the fac- fill this college student with hope.
ulty member in charge of the station, stated this
The first day a song from the 20th century was
Tuesday. “This semester’s staff spent a lot of time played in my church, I almost fell off my pew. Tossrefining the sound of the station and removing some ing my crayons aside, I picked up my Bible and was
of the music from a previous era.”
never the same. All right . . . the change wasn’t that
Considering five years ago Bieber was in dia- drastic, but I did start listening to the songs being
pers and Michael Jackson was alive, it’s safe to say sung (even by my grandfather).
changes have been made to our decade’s soundtrack.
I started listening — the same goal WTUR hopes
“We wanted to find a lineup which appeals to our to achieve with their listeners via this new music
youth audience in the community and on campus,” direction.

2 games and shoes for $5

765-662-7673
2014 W. 2nd St.
Marion, IN 46952
Find us on Facebook

Sunday- Thursday
(with student ID)

Friday and Saturday 9pm-close
$20 per lane for 2 hours

VIDEO GA MERS
“I am often mistakenly referred
In November 2006, Sony
ERICA WEST
to
as a 10-year-old boy,” senior
presented the first-ever
CONTRIBUTOR
gamer Nan Johnson said. “I get
pink gaming console, a
Barbie-colored PlayStation 2 completed by why they make the mistake. I have played
a pink memory card, pink game controllers “Rainbow 6” with 9-year-olds, but sometimes
and the game “Singstar Pop.” The console’s I don’t want to correct them. Often, if I do,
paint job was an obvious marketing lasso I get crude comments and insults or total
thrown in the direction of female gamers. strangers messaging me asking for my
number.”
Girls like pink, right?
Should girls only play single player? Or
Sales did not go as expected.
From “Assassin’s Creed” to “Battlefield 3,” should they remain silent during online
female players are in the minority, and pink gameplay, pretending to be the opposite
keyboards and magenta controllers are not gender? Neither option corrects the problem.
going to change. And because of their minor- The virtual atmosphere multiplayer gaming
ity status, female gamers are also the sub- offers, coupled with the media’s projections
ject of a variety of stereotypes. One of which of females in videogames and female gamis displayed in Sony’s most girly gaming ers, has created a form of harassment that
device: girl gamers only like girly “stuff.” is far worse than any stereotype. Jostiq.com
The number of pink PlayStation sales prove recently published a press release stating
this stereotype’s falsity. Other stereotypes that 72 percent of American households
say girl gamers play online just to socialize, play computer games and that the average
girl gamers are not as skilled, girl gamers game player age is 37. It’s not just 13-yearneed saving/avenged, girl gamers don’t pay old boys hurling verbal mud-pies. Many are
FPS’s (first person shooters), girl gamers men well out of their 20s.
Sadly, it’s something that’s not beyond
are mythological creatures who only exist
Taylor students, either.
in StarCraft fairytales.
“Every now and again, I’ll end up playing
However, for a woman playing a game
such as “Modern Warfare 2” multiplayer, with other Taylor guys . . . . And sometimes
stereotypes are the least of her worries. it’s not any different when I play with them,”
From the moment she gives spoken direc- Johnson said.
Studies show female gamers are on the
tions on where the enemy is, she has suddenly lost all respect from her teammates. rise, having added two percent to their
The boys playing alongside her now know numbers in the past year, according to
that “he” is actually a “she.” Suddenly, the forbes.com. As more and more women begin
team camaraderie is broken, and verbal to play, something needs to change. Vulgar
sewage has commenced. Names are called, and sexist jokes should not be commonplace,
and crude jokes are hostilely projected. One even online. Female gamers only want to
common tagline is spoken, “That’s an inter- play the game — just like everyone else.
Maybe it’s time to remember that girls
esting kitchen you have there.”
And, for a lot of girl gamers, the game is have hobbies far beyond making sandwiches.
just not fun anymore.
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I WANT TO RIDE MY BICYCLE
TA R A

G N AGY,

S T U D E N T

C O N T R I B U T O R

I’m sure you’ve heard the song “Bicycle” by steal things from it? If you stumble upon an
Queen. “I want to ride my bicycle, I want unlocked car, would you get in it and drive
to ride my bike.” It’s a classic song about a away? What are you going to tell the cops on
glorious activity: biking. The wind is in your that one, “Hey man, they didn’t lock it, so it’s
hair, your blood is pumping and people on the fair game”?
Personally, one instance of a fellow student
sidewalks are parting like the Red Sea so you
can zip by. It’s an enjoyable pastime as well borrowing a bike when I need it is not going
as a handy mode of transportation. I have a to make me mad enough to chase the klepto
down with a baseball
few friends who want to
bat. I’ll give you a menride their bicycles, but
tal slap on the wrist.
it’s a little challenging
But you steal my bike,
when their bikes are “The rule is ‘if they didn’t lock
stolen.
it, it’s their fault.’ Hmm, not out comes my bat. Kidding, guys! That’s not
People around camquite, people . . . . If you
Christ-like either. I’m
pus think it’s fun to
take other people’s
happened upon an unlocked sure if the bike stealers
return the bikes, their
bikes and either hide
car, would you get in it and owners
will forgive
them, borrow them
drive away?”
them. Honestly people,
for a little while, hang
they just want their
them in a tree (OK,
bikes back.
that’s a little funny) or
I realize no one on campus is perfect and
steal them. Yes, my friends, steal them. Isn’t
there something about that in the Bible? I n o t e v e r y one’s moral
don’t know, perhaps it’s a commandment?
Ever since I was little I was taught steal- codes are
ing was a bad thing. Apparently some people simpatico.
around campus need to go back to pre-school, B u t t h e
because that message didn’t get through their bike stealheads. Now, many of you may not think it’s ing needs to
a big deal to steal a bike. The rule is “if they stop. My friends want their bikes back. As
didn’t lock it, it’s their fault.” Hmm, not quite, humans, we should know better. As Chrispeople. If someone’s house is unlocked, do you tians, we should strive to be better.

Illustration by Rodrigo Carneiro

G O D ’S W RATH DON’T TAKE MY WORD FOR IT
MARK TAYLOR

K A R A

STUDENT CONTRIBUTOR

Y

es, it is true that God loves us.
But it is also true that God can
be “filled with wrath.” It is for
this reason a proper understanding of God inspires fear.
Scripture equates the fear of
the Lord with piety and points
to the fear of the Lord as the
starting point for wisdom and
knowledge. Unfortunately, it
seems this fear is the very thing we’ve
lost.
I sat down this weekend to watch
a TV show on my computer. I knew
it wasn’t particularly uplifting, but I
had so many good excuses. God wants
me to enjoy
myself, right?
God has a great
sense of humor,
doesn’t he? God
wouldn’t want
me to just work
all the time . .
. right? Where
does such a disgusting attitude
come from? Do I really believe a loving
God allows me any behavior I wish, as
long as I enjoy it?
We are told in Ephesians 5, “Nor
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or
coarse joking, which are out of place . . . .
For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person — such a man
is an idolater — has any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let
no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of such things God’s wrath
comes on those who are disobedient.”
Obscene and foolish talk? Coarse
joking? That’s half the conversation
that goes on in my residence hall. How
can we possibly keep from trembling
in light of the second half of this verse?
Who do we think we are that we can
get by with some of the books we read,

the shows we watch, the conversations
we have at the expense of others? These
impurities keep us from God. There is
no part of our lives that should be outside of his control. This is what it means
to be a slave of Jesus Christ. When we
insist on keeping ahold of these sins,
we say to God that we have not handed
over every aspect of our lives to him. We
have put our immorality before God,
and as Paul says, “such a man is an
idolater.”
What do we expect will happen to us?
“God’s wrath comes on those who are
disobedient.” That might be disciplinary
wrath, or it might be vengeful wrath
like the striking
down of Ananias
and Sapphira.
Either way, why
on earth would
we be arrogant enough to
wa r r a n t t h a t
wrath?
It is very
tempting to
mention grace here, to say it isn’t really
all that bad, because God loves us and
will give us grace despite what we do.
God will love us, but he will also have
a holy anger against our apathetic or
rebellious attitudes. God can tolerate
repentant mistakes. He will not tolerate
habitual and defiant abuse of his grace.
Grace has far too long been misused as
the ultimate excuse for our behavior.
No more excuses, no more justification. If we fear God, then we must put
aside everything we hold as acceptable
because it is entertaining, funny or
exciting. If it is immoral, it is sin. If it
is sin, it is rebellion. Rebellion is only
fit for the wrath of God.
“So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols
. . . . Serve the Lord alone.”

“God will love us, but he
will also have a holy anger
against our apathetic or
rebellious attitudes.”

I

deas are powerful. If you’ve seen
“Inception,” you know what I
mean. Ideas are highly resilient
and highly contagious. Ideas are
revolutionary.
One idea that has made a lot
of headlines — especially in
Christian circles — is universalism. Rob Bell’s book “Love Wins”
took centerstage last March,
boldly proclaiming all people will
eventually go to heaven because
hell is incongruous with the Christian concept of love.
In Professor Sheri Klouda’s
inductive Bible study class, we
spent the better part of our time dissecting Bell’s book and deconstructing his arguments. Although “Love
Wins” is thoroughly saturated with
vague scripture references, most of
those references (and even some of
the Greek words) are misused and
misapplied. Just because Bell uses
Bible verses doesn’t mean he’s done
his research.
This got me thinking about other
blind assumptions Christians
accept. At a liberal arts college, we
have a lot of ideas thrown at us on
a regular basis. How often do we
stop to question what we believe
and why we believe it?
To an extent it’s for our own wellbeing. If we questioned everything,
we would never accomplish anything. However, as a campus, Taylor
tends to be “believing” in more ways
than one, and sometimes it hurts
our faith more than it helps.
Take Green Week for example.
Campus wide, we’ve been convinced
it’s a good idea to live radically
“green” lifestyles for one week, but
does it actually teach us anything
about living conscious of our global
footprint on a daily basis? Since

Need a soapbox?
Become a contributor to the Opinions section!
Send letters to the editor at gabriel_bain@taylor.edu by
3 p.m. Wednesday. Please keep your opinions as concise
as possible. The Echo reserves the right to edit for
length and content.
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when did showering in another
residence hall constitute conserving water?
When we ask difficult questions,
we’re able to dig up the roots of our
ideas and discover how they’ve germinated into our actions. Is the end
result in a flower or a weed?
Living “green” and conserving
water are inspiring concepts, but
how did these noble goals translate
into absurd results? Perhaps the
problem isn’t the seed itself, but

“We have to approach
controversial subjects with educated
open minds, not just
a willingness to take
other people’s beliefs
at face value because
they appear credible.”

rather how it’s cultivated.
We have to approach controversial subjects with educated open
minds, not just a willingness to take
other people’s beliefs at face value
because they appear credible. We
shouldn’t allow every bandwagon
and piece of persuasive information
to sway us.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22, Paul

admonishes Christians, “Do not put
out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat
prophecies with contempt. Test
Everything. Hold on to the good.
Avoid every kind of evil.” At this
time in the church, some religious
leaders were rejecting spiritual gifts
like prophecy that caused divisions
among the people. They thought
it was better to ignore these gifts
than deal with controversies they
entailed, but Paul takes a different approach. He tells the Thessalonians that by smothering these
gifts, they’re stifling the Spirit’s
work. Controversy is conducive to
growth.
As Christian scholars, we need to
address controversies in our world.
It’s important to familiarize ourselves with an idea before we determine its legitimacy. Even if we don’t
agree with the concept in question,
we need to recognize what we don’t
agree with and why we don’t agree.
By doing anything less, we are only
depriving ourselves.
The Bible is absolute truth, but
it’s not exhaustive truth. When it
comes to our faith, we need to be
careful what we decide to believe.
Our beliefs become our ideas,
and our ideas shape our actions.
Remember, unfamiliar ideas are
like wild animals. It’s a privilege to
study and observe them, but don’t
get too close until you know they
won’t bite.
Books like “Love Wins” are bestsellers because they challenge us.
Don’t be afraid to challenge what
you believe, but don’t be pulled in
by propaganda and people who
claim to have all the answers. If
you seek the truth, it will always
speak for itself.
Don’t take my word for it.
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To truly understand Patterson’s passion for
the game of basketball, you must go back to
his youth.
Patterson grew up in Hammond, Ind., and
was influenced heavily by his father, who was
also a coach, as well as a math teacher.
“I knew I wanted to be a coach from the time
I was a little kid,” Patterson said. “Invariably,
[people] would talk about how my dad had
helped them, what a difference he had made in
their lives. It became very obvious that teachers make a difference, and so it was something
I wanted to do.”
Patterson played basketball, baseball and
ran cross country while in high school.
His experiences in high school taught him
the value of teamwork.
Patterson went on to play basketball and
baseball at Hanover College in Hanover, Ind.
It was there his love for coaching was truly
solidified.
“We weren’t very good players, but we had a
lot of guys who really wanted to be,” Patterson
said. “When we were back in the dorm . . . we
were talking about the game, we were talking
about how games get won and lost. I went to
college with a lot of guys who have done well
in coaching.”
In fact, several of the men with whom Patterson had those conversations are now in various halls of fame for their coaching exploits.
And so is Patterson.
After leaving Hanover, Patterson didn’t have
a coaching job like he wanted, so he went to
Central Missouri State University (CMSU)
where he earned his master’s degree.
He was also hired by Gene Bartow, who went
on to take over for John Wooden at UCLA after
Wooden left, to be an assistant coach at CMSU.
But Bartow left before Patterson started his
assistantship, and Patterson wound up working with Joe Hall, who would go on to win a
national championship at the University of
Kentucky.
Patterson then bounced around from coaching job to coaching job before finally landing
at Taylor in 1979.
This season is Patterson’s 33rd at Taylor. In

Head Coach Paul Patterson talks to junior Nate Kasper during Saturday’s 85-67 win over Bethel. The victory was the
700th of Patterson’s career, making him the first Indiana four-year college coach to reach the milestone.

Patterson has taught men who have gone
on to experience great success in many areas
of life.
“[Patterson has] been a tremendous mentor for me,” said John Groce, Ohio University
men’s basketball coach and 1994 Taylor grad.
“He’s taught me so many more things than
just basketball.”
Groce obviously learned plenty of basketball from Patterson, too, as he led Ohio to a
97-83 upset of Georgetown in the 2010 NCAA
Tournament.
And even though the accomplishments of
his players, both past and present, his record
and his legacy are quite impressive, Patterson
is quick to thank others.
“This was a great moment,” Patterson said
after his 700th win Saturday. “But I told our
guys that it’s not about me. I haven’t scored
a point.”
But he has dished out quite an assist.

that time, he has compiled a 701-354 overall
record, earned 15 conference titles and qualified for 14 national tournaments.
Not bad work, especially considering Taylor
had neither a conference title nor a national
tourney appearance to its name before Patterson arrived.
Even after all his time at Taylor, Patterson
has not lost the touch.
The current edition of the men’s basketball
team is 8-2, ranked 21st in the nation heading
into Silent Night.
“He always says, ‘Little things are the big
things,’” senior guard Kyle Hanaway said. “As
a coach, that goes a long way. His attention
to detail is what separates him from a lot of
other coaches.”
When Hanaway and Jake Burkholder, the
Trojans’ other senior, graduate this spring,
they will join what Patterson considers his
greatest accomplishment: his alumni.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
8-2 (2-1)

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 8-2 (1-2)

RESULTS
12/03 versus Bethel
W, 85-67
12/06 versus Kuyper
College W, 88-33

RESULTS
12/03 at Bethel L, 70-75
12/07 at Asbury College
(Ky.) W, 83-82

SCHEDULE
12/09 versus Ohio Midwestern College (Silent
Night) 6 p.m.
12/10 Ivanhoe Classic
versus TBA 3 p.m.

SCHEDULE
12/16 at Trinity Christian
College Tournament versus
Clarke (Iowa) 7 p.m.
12/17 at Trinity Christian
College Tournament versus
Malone, 2 p.m.

REVIEW
The men’s basketball team
improved to 8-2 Tuesday
night with a 88-33 win over
Kuyper College. No. 21
Taylor went on a 6-0 run to
end the half, then scored
18 more unanswered to
start the second half and
take a commanding 52-23
lead. Junior Casey Coons
led all scorers with 33
points on 8-10 three-point
shooting.

REVIEW
Before edging Asbury College in overtime Wednesday night, the women’s
basketball team fell on the
road at Bethel 70-75 Saturday afternoon. The Pilots
to forced 29 turnovers in
coming back from down 16
points. Sophomore Kelsey
Bryant scored a career high
33 points on 7-8 threepoint shooting in the loss.
See article for Wednesday’s recap.

SILENT NIGHT
VERSUS
TAYLOR

Tonight at 6 p.m.
Odle Arena

OHIO
MIDWESTERN

When Casey Coons
stepped to the freeSPORTS EDITOR
throw line on Dec.
10, 2010, he wasn’t thinking about being on
national television, or having his name mentioned in Sports Illustrated. He was simply
trying to complete a three-point play, one that
would give the men’s basketball team 10 points
on their annual Silent Night.
“It was nerve-racking coming off of a free
throw,” Now-junior Coons said. “I was definitely feeling the pressure to get it out of the
way, and you never get used to how loud the
crowd is when they explode.”
Coons’ free throw was good, and the previously silent crowed erupted before the ball
touched the ground. The cheering continued
through the Ohio State-Marian full timeout,
and the crowd continued to erupt after each
of the Trojans 112 points. Taylor cruised to a
47-point victory, and the game ended with the
singing of the crowd’s own rendition of “Silent
Night.”
But Silent Night was far from over. Assistant
Sports Information Director Cameron Andry
shot and edited a video recapping the victory,
just like he always did.
“[I] Never believed that it would get national
attention and that parts of the video would be
played on ESPN — never dreamed of that.”
Sports Information Director Eric Smith
tweeted a link to the video to several sports
media professionals, including CNBC’s Darren Rovel. The Emmy Award-winning sports
reporter quickly retweeted the link.
“I have never heard of Taylor University
Silent Night,” Rovel tweeted to his 42,000 plus
followers. “This is wacked.”

DANIEL MORRILL

By the next morning local media outlets
began contacting Smith and running with the
story. While the winter’s first blizzards were
ripping through parts of Minnesota, a snowball
effect was beginning to happen in Upland.
“Without a well done video, none of this happens,” Smith said. “Nobody can really understand the magnitude of [Silent Night] without
actually seeing it.”
Three mornings after Silent Night, Smith
got a call from Yahoo!’s Jesse Eisenberg, who
wanted to get the scoop on the tradition. A few
hours later one could find a link to the video
and accompanying story on Yahoo!’s home page.
“It may not be Duke-North Carolina or
Kentucky-Louisville,” Eisenberg wrote, “but
college basketball traditions don’t get much
better than that.”
Silent Night was shown on ESPN’s “Around
the Horn” the following day and on CNN the
day after. After all was said and done, the video
from the annual game appeared on several
Indianapolis television stations as well as
sbnation.com, collegehoopsjournal.com and
latimes.com. One of the final media giants to
cover the Silent Night was Sports Illustrated,
whose readership is over 20 million. Phil Taylor wrote a poem about the tradition for the
final page of its Dec. 27 issue.
“It was pretty crazy,” Coons said. “To see
it on the news nationally was a pretty cool
experience. It’s such a unique tradition and
experience.”
For a while the nation and the world couldn’t
get enough of it. The video on the Taylor athletic department’s official YouTube page has
over 200,000 views, while the video that Yahoo!
put up was viewed over 800,000 times.

“There’s nothing like it,” senior point guard
Kyle Hanaway said. “I know what to expect,
and the atmosphere and noise still find a way
to catch me off guard.”
Perhaps the greatest praise came from the
college basketball’s holy grail of fandom. Duke
University men’s basketball’s official Twitter
called Silent Night “Cameron Crazie-esque.”
“That to me was the ultimate compliment for
the tradition,” Smith said.
Along with several other media members,
author Stan Beck has confirmed his attendance at tonight’s Silent Night game, which
will take place at 6 p.m. against Ohio-Midwestern University. Beck is working on a book
about the best traditions in all of college sports.
“Last year we were the ones sending out the
message,” Smith said, “but people are going to
be coming to us.”
Head Coach Paul Patterson has been the
Trojan’s head coach for every Silent Night,
which originated in the early ‘90s. Then Assistant Coach Steve Brooks presented the idea,
and it didn’t take long to catch on.
“It’s really a bizarre environment to start the
game,” Patterson said. “They really have to
focus on it, and it adds some stress and pressure to the whole thing.”
For the third year in a row, Patterson will
coach barefoot tonight to bring awareness to
the 300 million people around the world who
do not have shoes. All in attendance will have
the opportunity to donate money for shoes
through Samaritan’s Feet via text message.
“It kind of gives the students an opportunity
to come together in that aspect, as well,” Patterson said. “To remember what the season
is all about — what we’re really celebrating.”

TROJANS STOP SKID IN OVERTIME
WOMENʼS BASKETBALL

Taylor

83 - 82

Asbury
Eagles
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Trojans

Junior Erin Guarneri goes up for lay-up in a game
earlier this season. Guarneri scored a career high 30
points in Wednesday night’s 83-82 win over Asbury.

The women’s basketball team conCONTRIBUTOR
tinued its strong
start to the season Wednesday night,
defeating Asbury University 83-82 in an
overtime thriller.
Sophomore guard Ashley Fouch picked
a great time to score her only basket of
the game, swishing a baseline jumper for
the game-winner with 13 seconds left in
overtime.
Junior forward Erin Guarneri led the
Trojans’ attack with her fourth doubledouble of the season, scoring a career high
30 points to go along with 15 rebounds.
“Erin put the team on her back and got
us fired up,” Head Coach Tena Krause
said. “She gave the team confidence and
gave Fouch the confidence to knock down
the game-winner.”
Sophomore forward Shayna Wood
added a career high 17 points, six boards
and a career high five assists in a strong
all-around performance.
Taylor fell behind by seven late in the
first half to typically high-scoring Asbury,
before junior guard Tess Rudolph knocked
down a three-pointer just before halftime,
closing the Eagles’ lead to 34-30 at the
break.
Asbury extended the lead to 10 midway
through the second half before the Trojans
began slowly chipping away. Taylor never
closed the gap completely until Guarneri’s
inside basket tied the game at 73 with
0:30 remaining in regulation.
The teams went back and forth in the
overtime period before Fouch’s jumper
gave the Trojans the win.

NICK VAN HEEST

“Being down at the half, we knew we
had to come out with a lot more intensity,”
Wood said. “They didn’t miss a lot, so we
had to get stops and score buckets, and
that’s what we did.”
The Trojans shot 45 percent from the
floor and 24 percent from behind the arc.
The Eagles outrebounded Taylor 50-45,
but the Trojans owned a 46-36 advantage
in points scored in the paint.
“This game could have gone either way,”
Krause said. “I think the difference was
our ladies just continued to persevere and
played with a lot of heart. To be able to
win in overtime was very exciting for us as
a young team to see what we’re capable of.”
Wood echoed Krause’s keys to the victory.
“The biggest key to the win was heart,”
Wood said. “We never gave up, despite
being down most of the game. It was a
great road win for our program.”
Although the MCC is very strong
this year and has five teams in the top
25 (including No. 1 Indiana Wesleyan),
Guarneri has high hopes for the rest of
the season.
“We have a very talented team this year,”
she said, “and I have no doubts that the
rest of our season will only get better.”
With the win, the Trojans ended a twogame skid and improved to 8-2 on the
season, while Asbury fell to 5-8.
The team is off until next weekend
when the Trojans travel to Palos Heights,
Ill., for the Trinity Christian College
Tournament Dec. 16-17. The Trojans face
Clarke (Iowa) at 7 p.m. EST (6 p.m. CST)
on the opening night of the tournament.
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SILENT NIGHT: FROM UPLAND TO VIRAL

ATHLETE OF THE FALL

Kelsey Pritchard
YEAR:

Senior

HOMETOWN:

Indianapolis, Ind.

LOCATION ON
CAMPUS:

The Haak

PREGAME MEAL:

Noodles with butter
and salt

FAVORITE TAYLOR
TRADITION:

Bike borrowing

BEST MEMORY THIS
SEASON:

The team (especially
the juniors) after our
last match

NEW SPORTS COMPLEX
JULIA BERGER

Yesterday, the university announced official
plans for an athletic
complex to upgrade both the football stadium and
soccer field. The administration expects construction
to begin in early 2012 with a completion date of Aug. 1,
2012. The soccer field will be moved to where the current football practice field is located, and the football
field will remain in the same place.
Funding for this new project comes from a group of
donors sharing visions of excellence for the athletic
program. Together, they donated $3.2 million, the total
projected cost of this new venture.
Dr. Angie Fincannon, Taylor athletic director, saw the
need and brought the vision to fruition.
“We have a chance through athletics to have an
important role. It’s giving us momentum and a new
day,” Fincannon said. “It’s bringing support and encouragement to the coaches who are creating the culture of
excellence. I’d love nothing more than for this facility
to be used as a fantastic addition to Taylor’s campus
for all of us.”
The board of directors approved this project yesterday afternoon, after which they released the news on
Taylor’s website. In the next phase, athletics will be
narrowing down architects, drafting plans and moving
forward in selecting a builder.
Upgrades include a turf field, replacement of all
stands/bleachers, a new scoreboard, a practice field and
permanent lights for both the football and soccer fields.
“The [football] stadium has served us very well for
30 years, and this new stadium will serve us well for
hopefully 30 more,” said Director of Media Relations
Jim Garringer.
Installing lights allows the athletic department to
pursue scheduling night games, which offers both athletes and fans an added experience.
“We’re thrilled athletically and football-wise,” Head
Coach Ron Korfmacher said. “It will enhance the training, competition, and it’s fun to play in the night game
environment.”
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